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were, lifted into the skies, into the region of abstract
dogma as to the nature of the divinity. And as this
change was consummated, Christianity tended to
become a religion of other-worldliness, a religion in
which the life of this world was viewed merely as a
preparation for another.

This tendency was at first resisted by the concep-
tion of Christ as the Jewish Messiah. For though
the early Christians had learnt to regard Christ as a
Messiah who conquers by suffering and death, and to
look upon the world, in which this is the lot of
supreme goodness, as in a sense given over to the power
of evil, yet they did not despair of an earthly yictory
over such evil On the contrary/it was their hope
and belief that the struggle of a few years would
bring about a renewal of all things, and that the
church, by the return of its Lord, would be changed
into a divine State, or kingdom of God upon earth.
As, however, the days went on, and the c promise of
Christ's coming' "seemed to fail, this hope passed away.
The Church resigned itself to be only a church, amdtth:e
world seemed to be finally given over to othef powem
And, as a necessary consequence, the divine kingdom,
for which the teaching and discipline of the Church
was a preparation, transferred itself to another world.
The Christian was a pilgrim and a stranger in this
world, and his patria, the native land of his soal,
where alone he could be a citizen, was to be